Ups and douns of
variois politica] pariies
in the [900s appeared
o maimy, Hke this
RO i im0,
as:a roller o ter cide.

Ridhing the mller coaster

are Hally Gandhi, V

P. Singh. L. K. Advani,

Chaniirashekhar, Jyot
Busu. N, T. Homn Ruo,

Dt Lal, P. K. Mahanis

and K Kaminanidhi

"
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Int thes :tftczp{ﬁ:. .

In this last chapler we laks & synoptic view of the last two decades of
palitics in India These developmeants are complex, for various kinds of
factors came togsther 1o produce unanticipated oulcames in this period
The new era in politics was impossible to foreses, It is still vary difficult to
understand These devalopmeants are also controvarsial, for these involva
desp confiicts and we are dfill too close to the avents. Yet we can ask
some questions cential 1o the political change in this period

« WWhat are the implications of the nise of coalihon politics for our
damocracy”?

= What i5 Mandalsation all abeut? In which ways will it change the
nature of political represantation?

« Whal is the legacy of the Ram Janmabhoomi maveamen?

« What does the rise of a new pelicy consensus do to the nature of
political cholces?

The chaplar does not answer these guestions, It simply glves you the
necessary information and some lools 5o that you can ask and answer
these questions whan you are through with this book. We cannot aveid
asking these quastions just bacause they ars polifically sensitive, for the
whaole point of studying the history of pelitics in India since Independence
is lo make s=nse of aur present




8
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
IN INDIAN POLITICS

Context c:f the 1990

You hisve read in the L) chapter that Rajiv Gandt became the Prinw
Minisier aller the assassination ol Indira Gundhi, He led the Congdress
to 4 massive viclory in the Lok Sablia elections held fmmediaiely
therealler in 18984, As the decade of the elghities came (o o elose, the
country witnessed Hve developmonts that were o make o long-lasting
fmpact on our poliljes.

F'ﬂ'.—al the most erieiu] development of this perjod wis the deleal

of the Condress party in the cléctions held in PE88. The puriy

thil hued won a8 mony us 415 sents iy the Lok Sabiha in 1984
wits rodhuecd (o only 197 i this cleclion. The Condress: haproved
= pedornmunee wnd come huck (o pdwer sobn, nlier the mid=ferm
elections held in 1991, Bul the electons ol 1989 mivrkedd the end ol
what palitical defentists huve cailed the 'Candiross sysiem’”. Tobe sure.
the Congress remuitied un fuportant party sod roled Ahe country
mey tian any other parly even i tils period sioee 1958, Bul it lost
the kind of centrality it carlier enjoved in the panly sysiem.

| stdady by fmd
ot |l the Coppiress
vanh sl Bouniee Bivilc
by 48, ek ghoey

Congress Jeadis Sltaram Heset withddesw the enplehes 8 sapport. roin - Beve
Gonvili'e Unilet] Frosl Goterftiaenl.

ceond developmtent was the rise ol e ‘Misnidal Issuc’ o natonal

politics. This followed the deeiston by the new National Front

govermmienl B 1980, o mplienl ie ecompendiatdon ol
the Mandal Comimission that jobs 51 central fovermienl should T
eedirved foe the Olthes Bachward Clgsses. Tils led o violidl anud-
Mundal” prodiests o diulesent ports ol the country, Thisdispute belween
Lhe suppoclers i opponenls ol OBC reservallons wis known as e
Mhirmdil Issue pnd was W play an boportunt role 1 shaping. polides
siflee 1989,
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Gaste no bar
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ALY i, e ¢vonomijc pullcy followed Dy e vidsions goveiniients
sl . e ' :
i Lk o radically diflefend tarn, This s known as /e (oo o
ol e siroeliird] adjustmend programinge or the new econome

reforms. Slarled by Rajfiy'Guandhi | these 'chdiiges [rsl becamie viery
vigstble i 189891 and fadically clignged (e diredllon ot the Toidibn
crafiomy Hoad pusudd since Indepéudeniée. These policies Hove Tden
widicly crillelséd by carfous movemeils aivd organisations. Bul the
varjous Fovérninetils Lol carie e piiwer s Dis peclod hoate vontinued
Lo [ollow these,

D,

- v, gl r r
RISKY. DIFFICULT, YES [ BUT
2| . ONCE WE REACH THERE ALl
(-2 UR WORRIES WILL BEOVER!

T THINK OF THAT /

T AT AT

......
b

TR T TV TRl WA

Chyeelil Ko .

Monnmhan Stmihe. the then Finegee Mindster, with Prime Mintstit Narstmba a0, ' m

Chuee Leshitin] plusse ol Whie "Netl FScanosibe Podlcy
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ourth, the venfoaries old ogal aad political dispule over (he
Fam Jemmebhopm Tomple m Avodbve siered influcnome the
potities ol Indie which gave bacth (o varous poliGeal changes.
The Ruam Janmabhomng Tanple Movomenl, beeoming the eenlmd
wssue, lrensformed the diceetion of the discousw: on seeulensm and
domopracy, These changes culmimated s the constraction of the Bam
Tempie at Ayodhye edlowing the decisien of Lee constilatioas] beach
ol the Supremwe Court (which was announced on November 8, 20019);

Ishwar, Allah, Tero Naam
Sabko Sr.mmuﬁ de de Bhagwan

L4 e e uf ) larmony

frally . the assassinatbon o Rajiv Gandhl o May 1991 led (o o
Fl:h;ulgr in leadership of he Congress purty, He was assassinlod

by a Srl lankan Tamil Unked o tHe LTTE when he was on
an eloction campaign our o Tamil Nadu. o the olections of 1991,
Congress cmerged as the single Largest partly. Following Rajly Gandhi's
death, the parly chose Narsimbe Raojas the Prime Minister.

OUTLOOKL
O SﬂOULI]
Red | [R)
g 011 1LI\G (8

-

OUTLO0K v

| May |5G o Ckeinber 1590 S Ao 20N 25 Oetnber 21004

Eraiderahip i Congieess mudhe npany headhioes
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Eva of Coalitions

Elevilons in 1BE3 Ted Lo the deledl ol the Congriss puarty bl odd ol
resull in g ihillobly lor amy ellier puriy. Thouvh e Condress was the
largesl purly in the Lok Sabha. (L did nol Tave o clEer majorily and
Meredare, I decided Lo sit W the oppodton. The Nutonal Fronl fwhich
Isell was o alllbnde ol Janota Dl did - same olher ceglonal purt bes)
redelved supporl o o diumetrically opposile politleal @roups: the
BIP and the Lell Frond, On il bidsis, the Nollond Frosil (oroed o
coulitien govermmenil. bul the BJP and the Lell Fronl did sol (Gin in
Lhis goverrimment

i I ' Fibantil ool o Tid P

THEY SAD
THEYLL SUPPORT =
THE GOVERKMENT 2
FROM QUTSIDE! =2
e Nl _E
I et =
Lenternmend f

el by VP
Sliwh vtk
sayprparied

Ery' dhpee Lt
Lrepre=eyled
bere b odvoni
Hemil] & wedl
as Lhe 5]
[refreseniied by

B, Saddvani]

Decline of Congress

The deleal of the Congress party poarhed (e enid ol Congress dominanee
over e Indlin purty syslem. Doy vou emember e diseussion in
Chaplers abionl the rostoration of the Congress sysicem? Way bael in
Lhe fule sixtlew, the dominunee ol (he Congress pariv wies chiallengieed:
bul the Congross ueder the leadersldp ol ndivh Gundld, munaged (o
re-gslablish s predomdnant posiion in polildes) The nloelles suw yel
unother challenge lo the predominunt pasiUon of the Congreas, 1 did
nol, hiwever, mean the emergree of uny olher single pury 1o 1 in
15 phii':

—=1=d e
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Thos. began an crs of muli-party systeme To be sure, o g
number of politica] pariies always contpsted cleglions i our countny,
Our Parhament always had ropresentatives {rom sevemal politioal
parties. Whal happened alier 1889 was the gmentenee of soversl
parties in such & way thsl one o two parties did net gol mostoof
the votes or seuts. This aiso meanl thal oo single parly scoured a
cleur majorily of svals in any Lok Sehba clection bold since 1989 il
20014, Thas develppment nitiated sn era of coaliben govermments al
the Centre, o which regional parties played o erpeial role o (vrming
rling athuoces bul i 20714 and 20198 Lok Sabhy clection, the BUP
o cleur majorily om s ow.

5
3
-
o
=

Alliance politics

The nbneties also saw the cmergenecal powertul partbes and movenenits
that represented the Dall and bhckward castes (Other Backward
Classes or OBCS). Many of these parlies reprisented powerdul
regional assertion us wrll. These partles played an imporant rle (o
the Unlted Fronl govermnent that viane topower in 1996, The United
Fromt was siimiliar (o the Natonal Front ol 1989 lor 1L inelusded Junala
Dal and several regional pardes, This Ume the 57 did not support
the government. The Uniled Fronl government was supporied by
the Congress. This shows, how tnstable the political couations were.
In 1989, toth the Lell and the BIP supported the National Froi
Covernment because they wanted to keep the Congress oul of power.
in 19965, e Lell continues] (o support the non-Congress government
Lt this Ume the Congress, supported i as both the Congress and
the Lell wantex (o Reep the BIP oul of power,

They did nol succeed for Jong. s the BIP continued 1o
consolidale Uis position o the eleclions of 1991 and 1996, )
cimerged as the lnrgesi parly i the 1896 clecton and was Inviled
o dorm the government. Bol most otber partiis were opposed (o
s palicies and therefore, the BIP dovernment could nol secure
a majority o the Lok Sabbaw I fnally came w power by lciding

mzezs
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# wpalition government o May 1998 to June 1H59 amd woes
re-elecied m Octolyr 1998, Al Behan Vajpayee was the Pomse
Mimnster dunng both these NBA povernments qosl oy governmend
formed 1m 1999 compleied its full tepme

(e T T3
YEAMMING FOh
PAST GLORY
Therawixag
Hilbresa. st il
Trnead e R,
W DCERCD
e pagarn with
ity Congriss
mrjmrhd
wiih tha Cart-

gress”

Cormr i A R S i Tes Ly

A carbesnis Us deplilions of e change frum one’ party domiines o b ool juarety
allisnge sisiesn;

Thus, with'the cleetions ol 1989, 3 long phase of coalition politles
bedan n india.  Sinec then, there have been eleven: governments al
the Centre, all of which have cither been coilitbon govermments or
minorily governments supported by other partles. which did nol join
the govermment. In this new phise, any govermunenl could be lormed
only with the participation or support ol many regional partles, This
applicd o the Natjonal Front in 19589, the Unlted Frool in 19495 and
19497, the BJP-led coalitlon in 1998, the NDA in 1999, the UPA In
2004 and 2000, However, this irend ehanged In 2014,

Lel us vonneel this development with what we have Joarnt so lar,
The et ol coalition governments nuy be seen as a long-tenmn Leend
resulling [rain refatively silent changes that were laking place over
the last lew decades.

We saw in Chapler Two it i carbler Umes, 1L was the Congrrss
paarty Usell thal was a‘eoalioe ol dilfercot nlerests and dilferent sockal
strals any groups, This geve rige Lo the lerm "Congress sysiom'.
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CENTRAL GOVERNMENTS SINCE 1989

Period b Gavarmmit

Do 1§ |
Merviiiridit 18290 mpu-hm irm'rnlun

Chandra Shelkher

Sl 1
Jime 1908 | BIP ey g vt

e | e

W | S

Murch 1998 Ocwoer 1960 | Naticrial Demiocratic Allissice
Oesibier 1999 My 2008 | o by P

ey HOL l I.I-r:rlqﬁ Progrezmve Allispo
Miry 2008

Yop mwore dlediile @il Uie cofpe)
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Wo ulso saw 1 Chaplers thel, espeomlly simee dhie late 1960s
varous sections el beon leayving the Congress fold and fomming
separile poliaad parties of ther own, We sldso aoled the mise of ouiny
regineal partics o the peged afler 1977, While these developments
wonhened the Congress parly, they dil ool caable any stogle party lo
ropliee the Congross

dmw:::fhmm i nen wnrked
attr kil of socty. Does almnit "'.:TF"":T
LHUkE sibeiis VT whewill It Es a0 slngle

: . ity G oo o
alwyy layve vualifons? O governanmi. | anm:

PR | s o shaur
pﬂ-ﬂuntl-'bl . Il:-ll..l;? Ml uh'.'j' -l.l.l.l-_ﬂl:-u.ﬂ.
: FOalitine Roverssinent

clunphrntiiacs? Tl

e ‘el BudVe Teolel dibil

mmuinmhnr'pglfﬂm‘
i1 & oL

Political Rise a]f Other B‘Mf(f\mra{ Classes

One Tong-ferm dévelbpmenl ol tibs period was the rse ol O
Bockward Classes as o palllical loree. You huve dlifeady comie Geross
Lthis lefin 'OBC'. This relers W the adudnistralive calegory "Othes
Bockward Classes”. These wro commiunliies othér than SC and ST
who sullier from cducationul and social bacKkwardness, These are also
referrod Lo us baclowdid chsles’. We Hoave alrcaly nobed in Chapler
Sin thit the suppaort for he Congross among moany seclions ol the
Bavkward casics” hud deelined, This erouliéd o space lor non-Caondress
prarties thal drew more suppart [om Qese commirnlUies: You wold
recall thul the msc of these parties st jound political expression
b the sstionnd Jevel b the form of the Janali Parly goviesumenl in
1977 Many of the constituents of e Jondla Party, like the Bharaliva
Eranl Dal and the Samyokia Sotinlist Parly, biud o powerlu] ruocal
biise anionl some sectlons ol the OBC

‘Mandal’ implemented

I L 18808, e Janits Pl brotghtl egetlier o Smilior ¢ombinalion
ol polltfeul groups with strong support among Lhe OBCs, The decision
ol the ¥alonul Fronl government (o implement the recommendud jons

LIEE-25
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of e Mandal Commission lurther helped o sheping tw podibics of
‘Other Baclowanl Classes | Tiw mtense naliorisd debnle (or andagamsl
reserviation i) jobs made peopic from the OBC osmmunities muon
e of s jdentily, Thos, it helped these whio wanled o mobilisc

thesy groups in pulitics. This pedod saw The emer@onoe ol many
paerties. sl soughi beller opportumilbies for OBCS m edocalion mnd
cimpoymemnibn also mesad the gueshipoof the st of power eojpyed
by the OBCs: These parties elaimed thad sinee OBCs constitualpd a
larde segment of Idban socicly, I was only democrmtie tha) the OBCs
shipaid 2ol adeguale mpreseniabion b adomanisbmbon end Goave Vi
due share of politival power:

R.turm u#er additional'qu

—— i
el e B
— —_ i e Al grees _-..J-_f' SIS

tplememintion of Mardal Commisskm g sparkesd off aginuions aml polilicad apheavads

—=1=d e
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The Mandal Commission

Raservations for the OBC were in 2xistencs in southern States since the 1960s.
i notsarier But this: policy was not operative in north Indian SHates It was
during the tanure of Janata Party govarnment in 1977-79 that the demand for
reservations for backward castes in north India and at the national leval was
strongly reised. Karpoor Thakur, the then Chief Minister of Dihar was a ponesr
in this direction. His government had infroduced anew policy of reservations for
(JBCsin bihar. Followmg this. the central government appointed aCammission
in 1575-to look into: and recommend. ways {o /mprove the conditions of tha
backward classes. This was thesacond time since Indepandance that tha
govemnment had appointed such 3 commission. Thereiors, this:commission
was officially known asthe Second Backward Classes Commission. Popaulary,
tha commission 1S known a5 the Mandal Commission. after the name of ts
Champeson. Bndeshwan Prasac Mandal,

Tha Mandal Commssion was sst up o
invasfigata ths - extent of educafional and social
backwardnass among varous sections of Indian
- socigly and recommend ways ei igentifying thess
- backward ciassss It was slso expecied io give
itz recammendations on the ways in which: this
Dackwardness: could De endsd. The Commission
. gaveidsrecommendabonsin 1550, By thentha Janata
. govemmeni had fallen: The Commission advised
{hat ‘backward classes' should be understood to
. mean backward castes since many castes other
B F I!“H"I o than the Schadulad Castes, wers also treated as
(1918-1382): MP. from low. n the caste hararchy The Commission did a
Bihiar for 1967-1970  © - syrvey and found that thess backward castes had
'a“"" ‘i'E.IT-]F‘IEr_EI :hﬂiﬁ.ld. © « avary low,pressnce in both educational institutions
IheSatandBﬂ:hl:larﬂ and in employmant in public- services. It therafore
Chﬁﬁﬁﬁ Eﬂmmm © recommendsd resarving- 27 per cant of seals in
that recommended . =ducational instituticns: and government jobs for
mm F“Emhﬂf' _ thesa groups The Mandal Commission aiso mada
Backward Clesses & = s qyany other recommandations: lika. fand reform. to
sﬂcmﬂﬂhﬁi&rﬁﬂmﬂﬂﬁr * improve theconditions: of the OBCs
Chief Minister of Bivar for
it a month andakalfin - 0 {iuguﬁl _1£F§E, the National Front govemment
1988, joined the Janats . decided to implament one of the recommeandations
Party In 1977, of Mandal Commssion pertaiming to reservahons
' for OBCs i jobs:n the central governmant and its
undertakings. This dacisian sparked agitations and
violent protests: i many cilies of noih [ndia The
decision was:aiso challengad in the Supreme Court and came 10 be known
as the Indira Sawhnsy casa after tha name of one of the pstitionars: In
November 19592 the Suprems Courl gave a ruling upholding the decison of
the governmant There ware-some differences among political parties about
tha manner of impiementation of s decison. But now fne policy of resereabon
for ©BCs has support of all the major poliical parties of the country
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Political fallouts

The 19805 ulsp saw the tise ol polideal orgovisation ol the Dalils.
In 1878 the Bacloward and Minorily Commituniiles Erolovecs
Federdon [BAMCETF) was: lormicd. This oruinisallon wis ool ax
ordinnry irade uridon of government cmplovers. 1L ok a sirong
oiglblon 16 favour of poHUeal power Lo e Tahajun® - the 5C.
ST. OBC and minorites. IUwas oul ol s that the subscquenl
Dalil Shoshill Sanal Sandhiissh SheEild and later e Bahwjas
Suma) Party [BSP) emerged  under the leadership of Koanshi
Runi. The BSP began as a smull parly supporied Lirgely by Daln
volors in ol Hurvano aod e Pradesh. Bul in 1989 and
thie 1991 elections, 1L aelieved o breakibroweh in T Pradesh.
This was the frst tme i independent Indin thot o political
oariy supporied mainly by Dalit voters had achicved this kind of
oollibeal suceess,

In fact, the BSP, under Ranshn Rom's Jesdership was envisaged
as an organisation based on o pragmatio  pelitics, B derived
confiddlenee from the focy that e Bahwjons (8C. ST, OB and
rolipions minorities)) constituted the majority. of the population,
argl wiere a formidable politieal loree on the sirongth of thor
nambers: Sinee then the BSP has omerged 85 a major political
olsverin the State and s been in goverstinent on oore 1 o
orcasion. [is stronges| support still comes from Dalit voters, bl
it hms expanded 15 support now o varions olhersocial groups. in
many parts of Indo, Dalil polides and QBC politics fmve develaped
imdleprndentty and alton o competition with cach) other,

Wil 5,

this t=neild
Jesdilersof alt i
] TR TR T T T T.:
cuaianities? O wall the
nhies be mmqulb{hl-h}“n'ﬁlt
R .l|i_ lI & |] -” L :

wifthin those groups?
-

f

N Thee seial potint
L At thie beulens bt

st frenpele! Wil thils Teasd
i beleripotivies Ll elfrct e
iipletnsnatii e (be ealle.
derived peoplet O will i rematn
Juss a grolitival gutir?
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Do you know?

There ls a vary
interesiing incident
dated Navember 25
1858, whan Nihang
Sikhs captured

the Janmabhoomi
sita and performed
Puja and Havan.
beforz baing forcibly
ousted by colonial
administration

Pofdises e Tndia sance Irufq.tﬁuium

Cossemunalism, Secularism, Dewwocracy

The other long-term dévolopthenil during this peridd was the visihile
tige ol polillts Bbuased on religlous denlily lewddne Lbodo debale
aboul scculerdsm and domocracy. We noled ln Chapler Six Uudl
i e dltermoth of the Emergency. the Bhoarallva Jund Sangh hud
therged wilh the Jansta Parly. Alter the fall ol the Janoeta Parly and
ll= briak-up, the supporters of ersiwhile Jono Sangh lormed the
Bhuraliva Jenuly Party (BJP) In 19800 Inilally, the BJP adopled
a broader polidcal plsdorm: than thal ol the Juny Sangh. BJIP
etibraced "Cundhilir’ Soctolisn slong with cullural noalionalisim ns
= ldeolipgy, Bul (Cdid nol gel much sudeess (1 the clectogs eldd in
1984 Aller 1986, (he party began to eniphasisie notlofhlism os the
vore of s ldeology. The BJP plso pursued the polities ol "Hinduiva”
lor politics] mobiliss o

Hittdulvan wus populurisid by Vinayvak Damedar Suvarkar, as the
bitsis of Indian nadonhood. TU busically mcasil that Lo De an Tndio.
o mustaeeepl ITndin as their “Bsthesland” [pHraBTia) as well s Ticie
holy Tand [pumyabhiu). Believers of "Hinduiva” argue thot o strong
nation con be buldt on the basis of o united national culture. They
also believe that In the ease ol India, Mindutva can provide this ase.

Two developments around TS86 beeame contral 1o (e polities ol
BJP. The Mrstiwas the Shuh Bano case 1 1985, 1n this case o/ 62
vear old divorced Muslom wormion. Fad [led o case [ur mainlesanes
from her former husband! The Supreme Coort roled 1o (avour ol
Shah Buno. The orithodox Muslinis saw the Supremie Coart’s order
as an interferenee i Mushim Personsl Low. Onthe demund ol
some Mushin leaders. the government passed the Muslm Women
[Protection of Rights'on Divorec) Acl, 1886 ot sullified the Supreme
Couvrl’s jadgement. This getan of the goveroment was opposcd
by muzny woinen s orginisatlons. many Musliod groups and most
of Lheimtellectunls. The BIP erlcised this aclied of tie Congress
goverminenl (8 mnN uBnneeerssdny coneession and “appeasement’ of the
hinorihy cotmmuniily.

Ayodhya Issue

The Avedliva fssuc, as /[l second sigilfiviil developoienil, wias
deeply rooted (0 sokdo- culttiial and polllical history df (e country
perlulndng {o dillerent perspeciives lrom voribus stikeholders. 1L
lhwolved conlentlons regarding the birth ploce of Shrl Rum, one of
1hi mosi holy relldlous siles, and s Tegal owneship,

The stenilicands ol Avodhyvie Rum Jarmmbhooml  sile ocian Be
judgicd by e loel thal e 5O0-year long history, st ing It 1528,
{5 morked by pumcrous Corlllots whichh arme dlso documeéniéd in
Lucknow. Barabunbi arid Falsabad disifed Caselides. A hree-dome
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stroglume wis built gt the sile of Shn Ram's brth plece in 1528,
bt thie structure had visible display of Hindue symibols weed relies o
its inlerior as well as its exlepor porbons. Theelare, Ayvodbva Ram
Jammatthopr ssue gol dinked pothe natenal pride o ils smcient
vivitbmstione Over the vears, s issue ovolved o & prolanged legal
baiile, jeading (o the struciare beipg sealed m 1849 due o the onsel
ol vourl privecdimgs.

In 1986, the mitusbon regirding the three-dome siructare ook
sigrificant turm whicn Vhe Faszatad now Ayodhya) distnet court maled
to undpok the structure, allowing yt.‘upir Ly worstiip there. The dispulc
haad beun going on for many decadhes as if was belioved that the three-
dome structure wies baill al Shn Bam's birfhplace aller demaolition
of a lemple, However, although Shilzanyas for the lemple wis chovener,
further, consiructn emained prohibited. The Hindo community
fely thal their corwerns related: o the Brth place of Shn Ram were
wverinoked, whitle the Moshm community soughl assuranee ol their
pussessian over e stroclame. Subsoquently, lenswoss heighboned
between hoth conununtiies over ownership oghis, resalling
pumerus dispuies gl legal conflicts: Both conmmuriities desired
i o reselulion (o the longstanding issoe. by 15020 ollowing the
demplition of the structaro, seme cobes conlended (hal it presented
wsubsmiantial challenge (o the prneiples ol indian democracy,

From Legal Proceedings to Amicable Acceptance

I is fraportant o note that o any secicte conllicls antbound o take
place. However, o o mudti -religions and multi-cohora] demooratic
sociely. these conflivts are nsudly resolved Jollewing the doe process
of low, Through a mumber of - deomoceratie and legel procedores
melnding court hearings, mediation atlompis. popular movenimis,
and [y with p 5-0 vordict of o constitatiooat beneh of the Supreme
Cour, on November 9, 2018, the Avodbyva issoe was resalved. This
verdict songht o reeomile the conflivling micrests of the various
stakehoiders imvoheed in the dispoie

The wvordict -alloned] the disputed site o the Shrr Bam
Janmabhoomi Tsertha Ksh=ten Trust lor the construction of Ram
temple and directod the converned government to allol appropriate
site for the construction of a Mosgue o the Sunm Central Wagf
Board. In this way, democrecy gives moom [or conflict resololion
g ploral sociely ke ours, upholding the melosive spint of the
Constitubinn. This jssure was resalved following the due process of
faw hised on evidenees such as archoacological excavations wand
historical records, The Supreme Conurt's decision was colebrated by
the socicty at large. I 5 o classie esample of consensos building
on o sensitive issue thal shows the maturity of domoeratic cthos
which are civilizetionally ingrained m frodia.
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The excerpis referming to the Judgment of the . copstilutione! Bemch of the Supreme Court
(Nommmber 8, 2019)

“ Lﬂt:ﬁrhuﬂn?frhaﬁbhﬁmﬂtm:uwﬁ?np&ﬂﬂqﬁﬁd@&uﬁmfhm
lnder sur Lomsfituion, citigens of alf faivhs, betiefr and creeds seobing Aivine prevemancs wre heth cebgct to the L
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.Eii{ﬁ:fjm 1‘.7 A e COMSEFSUL
Thie period aller 1959 is seou Semotmes as the period ol decline ol
Congress and rise of B Woyou wanl ojundersiand the vomples

rattume ol pollbeal competition i this peelod, vou have to comtpare the
clectoral pedonnanies of the Congress und the BIP,

Party Position ([Number of seats won) in Lok Sabha

e
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= Congress si 303
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Vote Shere
L]
b ]
481

4

par cent of vote alines
=)
=

in =114
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Now 1el us try W understand the meaning ol the infesnallon glven'In
Lhe [,

*  You will notiee thiad BJP and Congress were engugded (o Lotigh
competltion in this period. Whal s the differenee hetween their
elecior] fortumes (f you ecompare these with the 1958 elections?

o Yiu will police thul sdnee the 1989 electon, the yoles palled by
the two partles, Congress and dhie BIP, most ol the Wme, wdd up
(o mure than [y per comt excepl in 19962004 aud 2000

¢ Look ai both the elirts showing Congross and Junsta Tanily’ o
pariies. Which amang the parties thil exist today are netther part
of Congress fnmily of partics nor pard of Janat amily of partics?

*  The political compelition during the ninclics is dividetl botween

the coalition et by BIF and the enallbion led by the Congress. Can
yonz iisf Vhe partios Chal are oot pacl ol goy of hese bwo coplilions?

Lok Sabha Elections (2004-2019)

In the clections of 2004, the Congress party oo entered inlo coalitions
in a big way, The Natjonal Demdcralic Alllandes [NDA] was dieledled
g oopew coalltion governmenl led by the Congress; knbwn us e
United Progressive Alllanee [UPA) came (o power. This govermment
received support rom the Lelt Front porties. The ceciions of 2004
wlso witiessed (e partial revival ol Congress pacty, 1 could ineease
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ks seats ence again aller 19891 However, o) the 2004 elections, there
wits anogligitile difforence between the votes polled by e Congress
ard s allles and the BJIP aid lis allies,

The Comgress led UPA goviernment complelad s erm desplie Lell
purties withdrawihg the suppori ln July 2008 on the tssue of Indo-
US nuclear deil. Elections for 151h Lok Sabha were held in 2009,
Resulis wilnessed o ose o e mutber of seals (bom 145 i 2004 1o
206 111 2009) of the Indian Natonal Congress (INC) and Conyrirss Jed
UPA Governmenl. Dy, Manmeohan Singh was swom as Prime Minister
for the secamd term, beading the conlition government of UPA agaln.

Bhartiva Jansty Party declared Norendo Modl (thenthe Chiel
Minister o Gujrmit) as s Prime Mintstedal candidate in Seplomber
2013, BJIP under the leadership of Narendr Modl got @ elear majorily
in 16th Lok Sabha clections held in 20014: BJIP won 282 scals on s
owr becomimng the st parly o gain single parly majority alter 30
yrars. Despile siilgh:—plujl}'_l[mjuri{}f of its own, BIP did chivose to
form the NDA governmend with its confitton partpers

Year- 3014 was g proverbiol walershod merment ol Indion politics:
Narendrn Modi led NDA government rapldly took decisions In socil
seclir. foreign polivy and ceonomic policy.

Thi BJP pgain cmcrged vielorions with 303 seals ol ils own in
2018 Lok Sahlit ¢leclon. BEved whien BJD b= welting [oll majosgly,
Lhe recognliion ol coalitisn politles s sUll relevant Thuos, (he party
syslom hos now chanded slmost drimatically fom whaol (L was (il
the' seventes,

Growing consensus

However, o miny cructal issues, a brosd sagrecment has emerged
amang mos! pirtes, In the midst of severe competitdon aml many
conflicls, a conscnsus appears 10 hove emicrged among mos) pariics.
This ronsensus consists of lour clements,

irsl. agrecmenl on new eepnomic policies — while many groups
Fﬁr{' opposcd (o the new coonomo policies. most political parties

itre i support of the mew ceonmic polivics. Mosi partics bolieve
thal these polivios would lead the conniry (o prospority and & status
of ceonothic power in thie world.

ceond.  acceplarice of the politeal snd sociil claims ol the
Slu.-wkwun] vastes — politea]l parttes bave recognised thut the
soiii] and political elainis ol the backward castes need Lo bié
oevepled. As o resull, all politdeal parlles pow supporl roessvallon
ol aculs lor the ‘backward clsssaes” in educailon and emplovmeni.,
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Polittis] pariles ure also willing (o ensure thiat the OBCs get adeguate
shure of puwer.

il aecvptanee of the role of Stute level parties in governunce

I of e donnlry — e dist{faetion belweer Stale Tevel ard il o

level purtles s [ast Becoming less inportunl. As wo saw L s

vhapler, Stale level puriics are sharing power al the nalional ‘level

wrnl hove phyed u central role in the countey's - polilices of jast (weniy
VOUrs or so.

il cmphisis on praguatle considorutlons rather (than
ideological postibons and polittes] alliances withoul deolisgieal

wreement — coalltion palities has shilted the [oeus ol politieal
rerties from ideologival differences o power shyring armungements,
Thus, most parties of the NDA did not agree with the Hindutva'
ideology of the BJP. Yel. they came togother o lormm oo governmicnt
wsred remmaimed mepower lopa (il term

All these gre mommentows changes and are gomns (o shape polities
o he near fujone, We started this study, of polities in India with the
disrnssion of how the Cangress cmerged as o dominani party, From
Mint situation. we have tow arrved ol 4 more compelllive polltes.
Dt polittes thu 8 bised on o certain smplicil sgreement among the
main poltical betors. Thus, cvent as polltical parties: acl within the
sphire ol this consénsus, popular movenienls and organisalions
ure shmulagcously dentiving new forms,; vislons and phlhways of
development. Ssues like ptiverty, displicement, minimum wages,
tivelibiood i) soctal secustv are being pul on the polltical agends
by peoples’ movements, reminding e state ol Us respoansibility,
Slunlardy, fssues of (ustie and demseracy sre being voleed by the
J'Th-.::pﬁ‘ in leTnis of cltls, caste, gender and reglons, We cannot proediey
the fulure of democracy. Al we know fs that demecmtic politics is
here Lo stay i Indie and that it will unfold through a continuous
chiurping ol some of the laolors menboned 1 Gas chaplor,

As you know around the time of India’s indapandence, many othar
eountries alsa became Independent and adopted democracy. However
sven Indlz emerged as a malire democracy playing a great role in
peomoting sotial maﬂw and national development, the same has not
bigen the case in some of thoss countries,

Discuss amongst yourselves the faclors that have enabled demogracy is
thrive in India
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Party Position in 17th Lok Sabha

Bahirjun Samn)| Party [BSF)
2,
Biju Junpts Dal (B
E-‘l.
it Dl Undtead "WID-17)
an

Shiv Semn 55|
S

Dravida Munnetrn Kazhogam (DMK

&)1

Indlun Natiorm| Congress [INC)
11T

B Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 303
B lhdiun Nutlonal Congreds [ING) a2
B Doovida Munnetrs. Rashagam [DME] 24
W shiv Sena (85) =
B i Diad (Ustiled) D00 16
B SiuJanoa Dal (BJD) 12
B Bahujan Sama) Party (BSP) 10
B Oiher Purties 108

Sotres: Ny S Lk bl sde . dn
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1. Unscrambis a bunch of disarranged préss clipping fils of Unni-Munni_
and arrange the file chronalogically.
(3] Implementation of the recommendation of the Mandal Commission
(b]  Formation of the Janats Dal
le) Suprema court Judgment on the Ram Janmabboomni
(d)  Assassinstion of India Gandhi
(8]  Theformation of NDA oovsinment
(fy  Formation of the UPA govatiment

2. Match the followirig.

(2) Politics of Consensus I Shsh Bano cass

(b) Castebased parties it ﬂmnn!ﬂﬁlre "

(z) Pafsonal Law and il
Gender Justice

(d) Growing strenath of
Hagional parlies

3: Siste the main issues in Indian politics in the perod after 1888 What

differant configurations-of political parties these diffzrences lead to?

4. “In the new era of coalition palitics, palitical parties are not aligning er re-

sligning an the basle sfidenlogy " What argumenis would yeu pul forward

to support o appose this statemant?

5. Trace the ametgence of BJP ‘as a significant farce In post-Emergency
politics: '

. In spite ofithe decline of Congress dominance. the Congress parly
cortinues to influence peiitics in the country. Do you-agres? Give reasons

7. Many people think that a two-party =ystam ls required for successiul
democracy. Drawdng from India's experience of fast 30 yaars, wiits an
essay onwhat advantages the present party system in Indiz has

8. Read the passage and ansier the questions below:

EXERCISES

Farly poltics in Indis hazs cenfronted numerous challenges Nof only
has the Congress sysfem destroved itsell but the fragmentation of the
Congress coalltion has inggered 2 new emphasis an seff-representation
which ralses cuesfionz sbout the parly syslem and ifs capacly lo
sccammodate diverse mieresls Animporiant lesf facing the pality is
fo evolve 2 parly system or peliical partes thal can effectively arliculsfe
and sogregale & vanely of inlareslis. — Zova Hasay

[a) .wmenmmmmmmmmmmﬁﬂm
| parly system ih tha light of what you have read in this-chaptst.

thl vammmhmmmpmrﬂm&hckoimmm

nnﬂgﬂﬁgﬁﬁﬂ mentioned in this passage

o) Whyis it necessary for parties to accommodate and agaregals
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ﬁ‘m znm Elm:bnﬂﬂ (14th Lok S '
slections were held in 2008, mmmnmummwmcm
won I e 2014 and 2018 Elections, the NDA led by the BJP emerged
victorous. The position of vatious parties in the 17iH Lok Ssbha is given
oft pags 185,
ﬁ&hﬂmmﬁyﬂﬂmmdmﬁmmwalﬁﬂvﬂaﬂnm&m

website of tha mmwwﬂm

. mmmmmmmdmnm pnliﬁ:at
since 2004. The table given balow can be used for thus. You can
also callect the data about the results from the website of the Election

Commussion of India [hitpUlecime in).
. Pmmu’fnmﬁm ﬁ&tﬁﬂﬂ;ﬁpﬁiﬁﬁlﬂﬂﬁinlﬂﬁmmm
Share and discuss:il in your elassroom: F
Party Positions in Indian Parfiament since 2004
Party 2004 | 2000 | 2014 | 2019
i | Aam Azoml B3y [A4R) - = F] 1 m
2 | Al Ingia- Anna Dravida Munnsira: Kazhagam 1 §: | w37 1
(AIATK)
3 | Bahuian Sama] Party (B5F) 19 .21 = 10 N
4 | Bnaratiys Jansta Party (54F) 128 |16 |22z | 263 (\
5 | Bilu Janata Dal (BJD) M| v | 200 12 N
& | Communist Farty of India— Manust (CPEM) ol w| =] 3 -
7 | Commiinist Fary of India(CPI) 10 & 1 2 L‘-\
8 | Eavida Munnatia Xazhagam MK 16| 12 =] 2
g [ lrhan Natioral Congress{ING) 146 || 208 a4 52
8 | lanaia Oal- Lntea LD L)) g 20 2| 1€
11 | Jangia Daf -S=alar (I3 - 8] 3 3 z 1
1Z | Lok Jan Shakl Pariy [LISP) 4 = [ g
13 | Natipnalfist Congress Party (NCF) z g & £
14 | Rashirlya Janata D3l (RID) 24 4 4 =
15 | Rashinya Lo Dai [RLD) 3| & 1
'E | Samawadl Farty (2R) I 23 = b
17 | Shiromanl Akafi Tal (AT 5 4 4 -
18 | ShivSena{8S) 12 ] $1] 1&!] 1eg
10 | Cinss &4 & =5 a2
Tatal E43 || 54% | 543 | 543

Taotal Seats in Indian Parliament . 543 (530 fiom States and 13 from UTs}
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CENTRAL VIGILANCE COMMISSION

At widan
INTEGRITY PLEDGE

| believe that corruption: has been one of the major obstacles o
econamic, political and social progress of our country. | believe that all
stakeheolders such as Government, citizens.and private sector need to
waorl togerher o eradicate corruprion,

[ realise that every citizen shoukd be vigidant and commir to highest
standards of honesty and ioteerity ar all npmes and support the figh

APASt cOrruption.

I, theretore, P]L'J:lgl:;

To tollow probity and rule of law in all walks of life;

To neither take nor offer bribe;

To pertorm alltasks in an honest and transparent manner;

To aerin puhiic Inferest;

To lead by example exhibiting integaty in pessonal behavious;

= o reportany incident of carruption to the approprate agency.

For details about the Central Vigilunce Conumission (CVC),
log on to www.cve.nic.in
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HOW TO CAST

Your VOTE

EHTEII THE BOOTH USING EVM & WPAT SEt THE LoHT |

Tl Pryailleg 01 MNCE wll
wo lalp i # o Badkal Lieet
| R etk
Jresiey e et

Tl wwel g g aiemn
B4 o a7 e bl sl
piedl|sma foamn
=1l i -

CAE‘I.' YOuR VOTE

Py e Whan Raitas

e Wil Ul

dgalr Db s

LT e ST (T b e i

P R i Balak e ihinghl b raam
i PEE et w
it e TR

That By |paas sl FEEL 0 batel
g L | e B P
S gt Fpviat wh ihe
e O TN IR, =

18 jom dab et e Ui it A
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P, ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

URL :'httpeiecinicln

Souwrcs: Slechion Commizsston of ndea
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